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HUD OIG Announces Environmental Justice Initiative

WASHINGTON DC— The HUD Inspector General has launched an initiative to advance environmental justice in
HUD-assisted housing (“HUD Housing”).

Inspector General Rae Oliver Davis stated: “My office is prioritizing oversight work that promotes safe,
affordable housing by reducing environmental and public health hazards in HUD housing. Our commitment to
this work will support the comprehensive environmental justice strategies outlined by HUD and the Department
of Justice aimed at reversing environmental inequities in underserved low-income communities that rely heavily
on HUD's housing assistance programs.”

“We are committed to holding housing providers accountable for complying with environmental laws and
regulations to protect the health of low-income households and vulnerable populations and we will use every
tool available to combat environmental crime and injustice in housing.”

HUD OIG is prioritizing the following oversight objectives to advance environmental justice in HUD housing:

e Ensuring public housing agencies (PHAs), landlords, contractors, and inspectors properly identify lead
hazards and use safe work practices to reduce and prevent lead exposure and poisoning in HUD
housing.

Unfortunately, there are still many communities in America where housing contains lead-based paint,
and lead hazards disproportionately harm low-income communities. Public housing agencies are critical
partners for HUD in administering housing assistance at the local level and ensuring that HUD housing is
safe and hazard-free. Our office has identified eliminating safety hazards in HUD housing as a Top
Management Challenge for HUD. We also identified several Priority Open Recommendations

related to enhancing HUD's oversight of lead safety laws as priority for HUD to address.

We reported recently that HUD is challenged in overseeing PHAs efforts to reduce lead-based paint
hazards in public housing units, and that HUD largely relies on PHAs to self-certify they are in compliance
with HUD’s Lead Safe Housing Rule. We also found that opportunities exist to improve HUD’s processes
for monitoring children with elevated blood lead levels in public housing.

Office of Inspector General | U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
451 7t Street SW, Washington, DC 20410 | www.hudoig.gov


https://www.hudoig.gov/sites/default/files/2022-11/FY%202023%20Top%20Management%20Challenges.pdf
https://www.hudoig.gov/sites/default/files/2022-11/FY%202023%20Top%20Management%20Challenges.pdf
https://www.hudoig.gov/priority-open-recommendations
https://www.hudoig.gov/sites/default/files/2022-10/2023-CH-0001.pdf
https://www.hudoig.gov/sites/default/files/2022-10/2023-CH-0001.pdf
https://www.hudoig.gov/library/ongoing-work/huds-processes-addressing-cases-children-residing-public-housing-elevated
https://www.hudoig.gov/library/ongoing-work/huds-processes-addressing-cases-children-residing-public-housing-elevated

To assess how lead-based paint is being handled at the community level, we launched a series of audits
examining how large PHAs in Pennsylvania, Ohio, and California manage lead-based paint hazards in
their public housing stock. We selected these PHAs because they serve communities where we found
that a substantial number of buildings that house HUD-assisted families with children may contain lead-
based paint.

HUD OIG has launched several investigations into allegations that maintenance work on properties
containing lead-based paint was not done safely, causing tenants to be exposed to dangerous lead
hazards. Our recent investigations have resulted in significant criminal and civil penalties— Contractor
Sentenced to over 1 Year for Violating Federal Lead Paint Laws and Contractor Sentenced and Fined
$50,000 for False Lead Inspection Certificates.

We will continue pursuing allegations like these aggressively and in coordination with our law
enforcement partners.

e Ensuring landlords fulfill their obligations to provide housing units that are decent, safe, and sanitary,
and make necessary repairs to units in a timely and safe manner.

Most of HUD’s housing stock is old and in need of capital improvements, especially public housing
buildings. As HUD works with PHAs on strategies to preserve affordable housing and address
rehabilitation and physical needs of properties, our office is focused on ensuring that HUD tenants have
quality housing to live in.

We are currently assessing HUD’s oversight of the physical conditions of public housing units with a
focus on how HUD oversees the corrective actions PHAs take in response to physical inspections of
properties. At the community level, we are launching audits of HUD-assisted housing unit conditions at
PHAs in Massachusetts and Ohio, where we have identified large populations of low-income, vulnerable
populations that may be exposed to hazards and life-threatening health and safety conditions in HUD-
assisted housing units.

HUD OIG has also dedicated resources to investigating allegations that landlords receiving HUD
assistance are not fulfilling their responsibilities to ensure their properties are safe for tenants to live in,
and to address critical repair needs. We have assisted HUD in bringing enforcement actions that resulted
in significant penalties for landlords who breach their duty to provide decent, safe, and sanitary
conditions in HUD housing — HUD Awarded a $1.2 Million Civil Money Penalty Against Apex Waukegan

LLC and Integra.

o Fighting financial fraud schemes that exploit vulnerable populations relying on HUD housing
assistance, such as landlords who overcharge rent or housing fees.

Unfortunately, some landlords participating in HUD’s rental assistance programs have targeted
vulnerable populations receiving assistance with financial fraud schemes that charge more in rent or
other fees for housing services than they are allowed. These schemes may be present when landlords
charge HUD-assisted tenants more than other tenants— Newark Landlords Agree to Pay $430,000 to
Settle Allegations of Collecting Excess Rent in Sparrow Run — or when landlords demand tenants pay
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https://www.hudoig.gov/library/ongoing-work/philadelphia-housing-authority-management-lead-based-paint-public-housing
https://www.hudoig.gov/library/ongoing-work/management-lead-based-paint-ohio-public-housing-agency
https://www.hudoig.gov/library/ongoing-work/management-lead-based-paint-california-public-housing-agency
https://www.justice.gov/usao-sdin/pr/richmond-contractor-sentenced-over-1-year-violating-federal-lead-paint-laws-and
https://www.justice.gov/usao-sdin/pr/richmond-contractor-sentenced-over-1-year-violating-federal-lead-paint-laws-and
https://cfpub.epa.gov/compliance/criminal_prosecution/index.cfm?action=3&prosecution_summary_id=3363&searchParams=M5%2C%3A%2FXT%2A%5CCYZ%40JZ%5DIWY45%3DXBI%3EX%3A%29M%3B%5CSK%25%29%3F%5F%5B%202%2FE%3A3GX%3E%40%5F%23P%3AK8%22NGP%5D%3C%0AM%20E%3A84U%2D2%23%29B%2E5K3FOMZKBH2TFXOARBL%2A%5B%21%23%20CUY%22LD8%27U%2AP3G8E8%23K6%3E%40DDS%0AB4X%5B%2AI%25K%5BN4%208J%28%3B5%21L%3DSWD%2A%20%26W7%5C97B%2AIG%2EEW%2DOVDZ%2D%24%200%20%20%0A
https://cfpub.epa.gov/compliance/criminal_prosecution/index.cfm?action=3&prosecution_summary_id=3363&searchParams=M5%2C%3A%2FXT%2A%5CCYZ%40JZ%5DIWY45%3DXBI%3EX%3A%29M%3B%5CSK%25%29%3F%5F%5B%202%2FE%3A3GX%3E%40%5F%23P%3AK8%22NGP%5D%3C%0AM%20E%3A84U%2D2%23%29B%2E5K3FOMZKBH2TFXOARBL%2A%5B%21%23%20CUY%22LD8%27U%2AP3G8E8%23K6%3E%40DDS%0AB4X%5B%2AI%25K%5BN4%208J%28%3B5%21L%3DSWD%2A%20%26W7%5C97B%2AIG%2EEW%2DOVDZ%2D%24%200%20%20%0A
https://www.hudoig.gov/library/ongoing-work/huds-oversight-physical-conditions-public-housing-agencies-developments
https://www.hudoig.gov/library/ongoing-work/unit-conditions-massachusetts-public-housing-agency
https://www.hudoig.gov/library/ongoing-work/unit-conditions-ohio-public-housing-agency
https://www.hudoig.gov/sites/default/files/2023-02/Press%20Release%20-%20Apex%20Waukegan%20LLC%20and%20Integra%20Affordable%20Management%20LLC.pdf
https://www.hudoig.gov/sites/default/files/2023-02/Press%20Release%20-%20Apex%20Waukegan%20LLC%20and%20Integra%20Affordable%20Management%20LLC.pdf
https://www.hudoig.gov/newsroom/press-release/newark-landlords-agree-pay-430000-settle-allegations-collecting-excess-rent
https://www.hudoig.gov/newsroom/press-release/newark-landlords-agree-pay-430000-settle-allegations-collecting-excess-rent

rent or utilities fees beyond what was agreed to in their lease or be evicted — Holyoke Landlord Agrees
to 515,000 Settlement for False Claims Act Violations.

These schemes take valuable dollars out of the pockets of low-income households by preying on their
housing insecurity. This fraud also reduces the number of families that HUD’s important program can
serve. Our office will continue to pursue these matters with the Department of Justice to bring justice to
those victimized by these schemes and to promote safe, affordable housing to support a thriving
community.

We encourage anyone with information about environmental hazards and unsafe unit conditions in HUD
housing or bad actors who victimize HUD tenants through financial fraud schemes to contact the HUD OIG
Hotline at 1-800-347-3735 or reporting online at https://www.hudoig.gov/hotline.

Learn more about HUD OIG and subscribe to our mailing list to receive updates about our upcoming,
ongoing, and recently published oversight work.

www.hudoig.qgov

Connect with us on social media
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